
 

Media Release 
Thursday 29 December 2016 

ENDS 

Issued by the: Tonga Police Media & Communication Officer, Tonga Police Headquarters, Longolongo, (676) 23 318, 

(676) 23 323 Fax: (676) 23 036; for media enquiries – Email: siaadams@police.gov.to or siaadams@gmail.com  

1 | P a g e  

 
“Tonga Police reinforce safety messages 

 
“Fatal crash claimed 2 more lives” 
 
Statement to be attributed to Acting Chief Superintendent Tevita Vailea, Tonga Police 

Police can confirm the crash that occurred on Taufa’ahau Road in Veitongo, earlier this 
morning at 4:20am involved a car and a minibus, and has claimed the lives of 2 man. 

A car heading west driven by a 30 year-old man from Halaleva with three other passengers 
(one in the front seat and 2 at the back) tried to overtake another car crashed head-on with a 
minibus that was heading east. 

The driver of the car with his front seat passenger, a 28 year-old man from Ha’akame, died 
at the scene with the 2 other passengers receiving major injuries. One is in a critical 
condition and the other one sustain minor injuries and is in a stable condition. 

The driver of the minibus is in critical condition as well with one of his 2 passengers receiving 
minor injuries.  

This latest fatal death brings the total number of deaths on the road this year to 18.  

With 10 more deaths compared to this time last year on the roads, Police are urging drivers 
and road users to be more careful on the road in the lead up to the New Year. 

“While the full circumstances of the crash are yet to be determined I can say that all too often 
Police are attending serious crashes that are avoidable.  

Factors such as fatigue, alcohol, speed and inexperience drivers are all being considered in 
this case,” said Acting Chief Superintendent Tevita Vailea. 

“So many families have been dealing with the grief of losing a loved one on our roads this 
year, and that’s incredibly sad. 

We extend our sympathy to the families of those involved and our thoughts are with their 
loved ones at this tragic time. 
 
Crashes like this are preventable and we all need to do our part to reduce deaths and 
injuries on our roads.” 
 
Investigation in to the crash continues. 
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