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RAISING RURAL WOMEN’S VOICES IN TONGA 

   
[NUKU’ALOFA 19 MARCH 2018] While out in the field rolling out their psychosocial support to women, 
children, persons living with disabilities and those most disadvantaged post-cyclone Gita, the Women and 
Children Crisis Centre (WCCC) has collected a wealth of stories that tell of the resilience and strength of 
women and young girls. Women and girls are stepping up and rebuilding their homes and lives, sometimes in 
extremely difficult circumstances. 
  
At the same time, in New York, the Tongan Government is currently being represented at the 62nd annual 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) from the 12 March to 23 March.  At this year’s CSW62 the priority 
theme is ‘Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural 
women and girls’; and its review theme is, Participation in and access of women to the media, and 
information and communications technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the 
advancement and empowerment of women.’ 
  
 “We thought the themes of this year’s CSW62 made it the perfect opportunity to highlight the experiences of 
women and girls that we are hearing about as we provide psychosocial support across rural areas of 
Tongatapu, including ‘Eua. Most often women and girls living in rural areas are never heard and their stories 
are never told, we want to change this and give them various media platforms to raise their voices.  Whilst 
CSW62 has been happening in New York, the WCCC has been out collecting stories from women in the rural 
areas of Tongatapu and ‘Eua, and today March 19th, we will start releasing these stories through a dedicated 
Facebook page, twitter and through other multi-media platforms up until the end of April. It’s a way of 
connecting the dots between high-level discussions about women’s lives with the women on the ground, 
especially in grass roots communities,” said WCCC Director ‘Ofa Guttenbeil-Likiliki. 
  
Raising Rural Women’s Voices in Tonga post cyclone Gita is a multi-media initiative that has been developed 
to coincide with CSW62.  It kickstarts the wider This is My Story of Resilience: Women of Tonga 
Multimedia Campaign of the Women and Children Crisis Centre Tonga.  A short video bringing together 
different women’s stories will also be produced, for release at the end of the campaign. 
  
WCCC launches its first story today, Monday 19th 
March https://spark.adobe.com/page/mel0hv6NwJINK/     
 
Ongoing stories will be uploaded every second day until the end of April.  Stories can be followed on 
our twitter @WomenOfTonga or our FB page specifically developed these 
stories fb.me/WomenOfTonga  
  
The media campaign initiative is supported by UN Women Fiji Multi-Country Office, in conjunction with 
Australian Aid-funded WCCC psychosocial support work to affected areas.   
 
For more information, please contact 'Ofa Guttenbeil-Likiliki on ofa.guttenbeil@gmail.com OR call Tupou 
Lanumata on 22240  [ENDS] 
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